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AREAS OF LEARNING AND DEVELOPMENT 
(STATUTORY)

7 AREAS  
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Communication and Language 

The development of children’s spoken language underpins all seven areas of learning and 

development. Children’s back-and-forth interactions from an early age form the foundations for 

language and cognitive development. The number and quality of the conversations they have with 

adults and peers throughout the day in a language-rich environment is crucial. By commenting on 

what children are interested in or doing, and echoing back what they say with new vocabulary 

added, practitioners will build children's language effectively. Reading frequently to children, and 

engaging them actively in stories, non-fiction, rhymes and poems, and then providing them with 

extensive opportunities to use and embed new words in a range of contexts, will give children the 

opportunity to thrive. Through conversation, story-telling and role play, where children share their 

ideas with support and modelling from their teacher, and sensitive questioning that invites them to 

elaborate, children become comfortable using a rich range of vocabulary and language structures.

7 Areas : Personal, Social Emotional development, Physical development, Maths, Understanding the 

world, Expressive arts and Design.



EARLY LEARNING GOALS (STATUTORY) 
17 AREAS  
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Personal, Social and Emotional Development 

ELG: Self-Regulation Children at the expected level of development will: - Show an understanding of 

their own feelings and those of others, and begin to regulate their behaviour accordingly; - Set and 

work towards simple goals, being able to wait for what they want and control their immediate 

impulses when appropriate; - Give focused attention to what the teacher says, responding 

appropriately even when engaged in activity, and show an ability to follow instructions involving 

several ideas or actions. 

ELG: Managing Self Children at the expected level of development will: - Be confident to try new 

activities and show independence, resilience and perseverance in the face of challenge; - Explain the 

reasons for rules, know right from wrong and try to behave accordingly; - Manage their own basic 

hygiene and personal needs, including dressing, going to the toilet and understanding the importance 

of healthy food choices. 

ELG: Building Relationships Children at the expected level of development will: - Work and play 

cooperatively and take turns with others; - Form positive attachments to adults and friendships with 

peers; - Show sensitivity to their own and to others’ needs. 



DEVELOPMENT MATTERS 
(NON- STATUTORY)
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OUR ETHOS

Intent:

When children enter St Edmund Campion Foundation classes, our intention is to encourage children to be

happy, playful and excited children who love to learn. We intend to provide a curriculum that is focused

on developing the whole child and that is engaging, stimulating and sparks learning opportunities in many

directions. We will provide challenge, memorable experiences in all areas of learning and a focus on

learning being delivered through meaningful contexts inside and outside. Children will be enabled to

develop resilience and independence alongside a sense of pride in their achievements and successes.

Based on the EYFS statutory framework and development matters our curriculum is designed to

acknowledge prior learning and children’s interests and to give them the skills and knowledge to progress

as they venture though the school and life. We intend all children to make excellent progress from their

starting points, especially those children who are considered to be at a disadvantage.
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OUR ETHOS

Implementation:

At St Edmund Campion we recognise that transition to school plays an important role in how children begin their school

experience and we aim to make this as positive experience as possible. Once in school we understand that play provides an

important role in learning. Therefore we provide a balance of adult guided and child initiated learning time in a well-

resourced environment, with quality adult interactions inside and outside. Children are supported to learn to work together,

manage their feelings and follow our routines and boundaries to enable all children to feel secure and safe. We create a

‘language rich’ environment through the use of key quality texts, songs and modelling. Children are given opportunities to

develop a love of books and systematic phonics teaching ensures all children develop strong early reading skills. We value

providing time for quality interactions between adults and child and between peers and strive to develop a wide range of

vocabulary and to develop children’s confidence in speaking. Children develop their mathematical thinking through direct

teaching, maths challenges and exploration within the environment. Our environment enables our children to strengthen

their core muscles, which is vital for their physical development and there are many opportunities for children to develop

new skills including weekly PE sessions, Forest schools and health week. We provide opportunities to spark a child’s natural

curiosity about the world, our big book approach encourages children to ask questions and explores children’s ideas and

interests. We believe in providing ‘real life’ experiences to develop children’s excitement and learning. Throughout the

provision and learning sessions there are opportunities for children to make believe, imagine and use their creativity. Parental

support is vital and we aim to develop positive relationships with parents through the use of parent meetings, our online

platform, seesaw and by giving them opportunities to contribute to their children’s learning experiences.
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OUR CURRICULUM PROGRESSION

7

We have split our 

curriculum goals 

into 8 areas which 

are based on 

development 

matters. They are 

specific to us, 

ambitious and aim 

by the end of the 

year to prepare 

the children for 

year one and 

beyond. 



OUR CURRICULUM PROGRESSION
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OVERVIEW OF THE YEAR
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There is an overview 

for the full year. This 

covers all 7 areas and 

is based upon our 

curriculum goals. This 

then leads onto the 

medium term planning 

which then in turn 

leads onto weekly 

planning. 



MEDIUM TERM PLANNING 
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Medium term planning 

gives an overview of 

what we are planning 

to do each week. We 

revisit our curriculum 

goals each time we 

plan to see how our 

ongoing assessment of 

the children might 

change what we have 

planned to do. 



WEEKLY PLANNING 
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Weekly planning is 

based upon our 

ongoing assessment of 

the children, our 

medium term plans 

and our curriculum 

goals. Planning is 

flexible and often 

involves an element of 

in the moment 

planning to ensure we 

are meeting the 

children’s needs. 



Impact:

By the end of Foundation stage , our children will be equipped with the knowledge and skills 

that will prepare them for their next stage of learning and for developing them as lifelong 

learners. They will show good learning behaviours, and will know how to build positive 

relationships with their peers and adults; they will be curious, resilient learners with a strong sense 

of self. Children will feel safe and happy within school and know that they are part of a 

community. Their language and communication skills will be well developed and they will be 

well on the way to becoming confident and capable readers and show a developing love of 

reading. They will be able to draw upon and build on all the knowledge and skills they have 

developed to guide them as they continue on at St Edmund Campion and enable them to live 

life in all its fullness.

OUR ETHOS
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